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Dr Yvonne Will pursued her graduate studies at Oregon State 

University in the lab of Dr. Donald Reed where she focused on 

the relationships between glutathione deficiency and cellular 

and mitochondrial function/dysfunction.  

During her years at MitoKor, San Diego (2000-2003) she was 

involved in drug discovery aimed on improving mitochondrial 

function or preventing mitochondrial dysfunction in obesity, 

diabetes, and CNS related diseases.  

From 2003 until 2007, Dr Will was a group leader in Drug 

Safety at Pfizer La Jolla, pioneering a screening paradigm for 

drug induced mitochondrial toxicity, supporting many 

therapeutic areas. This platform has been adapted throughout 

all major pharmaceutical companies. During that time she 

also held an adjunct faculty position at San Diego State 

University in the Toxicology program where she conducted 

lectures, taught laboratory courses and mentored MS 

students. 

 In the fall of 2007 Dr Will transferred to Pfizer Groton to lead a 

group of scientists in the Compound Safety Prediction Group 

within Medicinal Chemistry. This group is set out to conduct in 

vitro safety assessment as early as possible within the drug 

discovery process to reduce late stage attrition. Dr Will’s 

group has pioneered many new technologies throughout the 

years.  

Dr Will has published a book on drug induced mitochondrial 

toxicity and has contributed to more than 10 book chapters. Dr 

Will has given many national and international lectures, 

conducted workshops and seminars and continues to publish 

numerous papers each year in peer reviewed journals.  

In 2012, Dr Will was honored with the Connecticut Technology 

Council’s Woman Research Innovation and Leadership Award.  

Dr Will’s passion is to develop young scientists through 

external influence such as publications and participations in 

national meetings. 

 


